National Spelling Curriculum: Year 3 and 4
Most people read words more accurately than they spell them. The younger pupils are, the truer this is. Once pupils have learnt more than one way of spelling particular sounds, choosing the right letter or letters depends on their either having made a conscious effort to learn the words or having absorbed them less consciously through their reading. The government has produced word-lists for years 3 and 4 that are statutory. All children must learn these words by the end of year 4. The lists are a mixture of words pupils frequently use in their writing and those that they often misspell. Some of the listed words are quite challenging.
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Aa

accident
accidentally
actual
actually
address
answer
appear
arrive

although

Ff
famous
favourite
February
forwards
fruit

Bb

believe
bicycle
breath
breathe
build
busy
business

Gg

grammar
group
quard
guide

Cc

calendar
caught
centre
century
certain
circle
complete
consider
continue

Dd
decide
describe
different
difficult
disappear

Ii
imagine
increase

important
interest
island

Ee

early
earth
eight
eighth
enough
exercise
experience
experiment

Kk
knowledge
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L

learn
length
library

Qq

quarter
question

Mm

material

medicine

mention
minute

Rr

recent
regular
reign
remember

Nn

natural
naughty
notice

Ss

sentence
separate
special
straight
strange
strength
suppose
surprise

Oo

occasion
occasionally
often
opposite
ordinary

Tt
therefore
though
thought
through

Pp
particular possession
peculiar ~ possible
perhaps  potatoes
popular  pressure
position  probably
osses  promise

s

Vv

various
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