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William Penn

Parent Guide 

Read Write Inc Phonics and Get Writing!
This is a programme generally being taught in Cadbury and Fox classes with children assessed and grouped according to their phonic knowledge. As teaching is by stage and not age, the programme also provides targeted support for children in Key Stage 2 as appropriate.  It consists of daily teaching of phonics, reading, comprehension, writing, spoken English, spelling, grammar, vocabulary, punctuation, composition and handwriting. For children aged 4-7. On completion children should achieve the End of Key Stage 1 expectations. 

In Read Write Inc Phonics lessons, children learn to read accurately and fluently with good comprehension. They learn to form each letter, spell correctly and compose their ideas step-by-step. 

Throughout the programme, children learn the English alphabetic code: the 150+ graphemes that represent 44 speech sounds. They rapidly learn sounds and the letter, or groups of letters they need to represent them, in three sets of Speed Sound lessons. Simple and enjoyable strategies help all children to grasp the letter-sound correspondence quickly, especially those who are at risk of making slower progress or those who are new to learning English. This knowledge is taught and consolidated every day. High frequency words (words which occur most frequently in written material, for example, ‘the’, ‘your’, ‘said’ and ‘was’) that are not phonically regular are taught as ‘tricky’ words (red words) and are practised frequently. 

Lively phonics books are closely matched to children’s increasing knowledge of phonics and ‘tricky’ words so that, early on, they experience plenty of success. Repeated readings of the texts support their increasingly fluent decoding. Teachers read aloud and discuss picture books with similar themes to those in the Storybook, so children build up background knowledge ready for the next Storybook. 

As with reading, the alphabetic code is embedded first, so that children can write simple words early on and build on their success. The children write every day, rehearsing out loud what they want to write, composing sentence by sentence, until they are confident enough to write independently. They write at the level of their spelling knowledge: that is, they use their knowledge of the alphabetic code and the ‘tricky’ words they have learnt. They practise their handwriting every day: sitting at a table comfortably, learning correct letter formation and joining letters speedily and legibly.

In every lesson, children build up their spelling knowledge rapidly so that soon they are able to spell complex words confidently. The children can use adventurous vocabulary in their writing because they have encountered such language in their reading and they have talked about what the words mean.
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Read Write Inc Spelling
This is a robust, fast paced and systematic spelling programme that is followed in Fry and JBB. It teaches all requirements for National Curriculum Spelling years 2 to 6. This is designed for children aged 6 – 11 who have met end of Key Stage 1 expectations for reading and are fluent readers when they start the programme. On completion children should achieve end of key stage expectations for spelling. 

At the start of each unit in Read Write Inc Spelling there is a video in which a character from the Spelling Planet introduces and explains the key concept for the unit. 

The Spelling Team characters are Star Spellers called Zeta, Gamma and Mu. They are ‘humaliens’ whose mission is to help Earth children become confident and proficient spellers. They are very interested in all things related to spelling and are keen to share their knowledge with the children. The characters present spelling concepts in a carefully levelled and engaging way. They flag up ‘Weird Word Warnings’ to help the children get to grips with rules and exceptions, and highlight points of interest to help children complete the activities correctly.

Children then follow the same basic pattern of activities throughout the week to complete the unit. These consist of:

Dots and Dashes: children dot and dash the graphemes and count the number of sounds in the new words being taught.

Word changers: children add suffixes and prefixes to the root words.

Words to log and learn: children choose 5 words from the unit that they find challenging to write in their log book, circling and discussing the tricky element with their partner. 

Dictation: the children take it in turns to dictate 2 sentences with the new spellings in, watching carefully as they do so and amending any errors.

Four-in-a-row: Children challenge each other to spell 4 words correctly from the unit.

Choose the right word: children are given word families (joy, joyful, joyfully, joyfulness). They have to choose the correct spelling so their sentences makes sense.

Team teach: Children work as a group to review and revise words from their current unit. 

Jumping red and orange words: The class teacher reads out 6 common exception words that children are often misspelling. These are written into their Practice Books. They are returned to the box if children continue to misspell them. 

Word walls create a space to display words that are learnt throughout the units.  

Spelling challenges are held at the end of every term. Children work in their table groups to learn between 50 – 100 words from the units that have been taught. This is an extended Team teach activity that gives them a week to learn as many words as possible before the Spelling challenge on Friday.  The winning group then nominates a treat that benefits everyone.
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Reading at Home

Children make the best possible progress if they read at home. It's best to read little and often, so try to put aside some time for it every day. Think of ways to make reading fun - you want your child to learn how pleasurable books can be. If you're both enjoying talking about the content of a particular page, linger over it for as long as you like. 
Books aren't just about reading the words on the page; they can also present new ideas and topics for you and your child to discuss. 

Other tips for helping your child to enjoy books:

· Schedule a regular time for reading - perhaps when you get home from school or just before bed.
· Make sure that children’s books are easily accessible in different rooms around your house.

· Make time for your child to re-read stories they know well. Their fluency improves on every reading.
· Buy dual-language books if English isn’t your family’s first language - you can talk about books and stories, and develop love for them, in any language.

· Visit the library as often as possible - take out CDs and DVDs as well as books.
· Look for books on topics that you know your child is interested in - maybe dragons, insects, cookery or a certain sport.
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