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William Penn School PTA

‘Living, Laughing and Learning Together’


WILLIAM PENN SCHOOL

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION

Registered Charity No. 1134936
MONTHLY MEETING 

23RD FEBRUARY 2024
3:30PM – 4:30PM 
ATTENDEES:

WILLIAM PENN TEACHER

WILLIAM PENN PARENTS


Mrs Constable (Acting Head Teacher)
Roger Lewis
Angela Blackman


Neil Gallaher
Lucy Huggett


Kath Haines
Sarah Van-Schuerbeck  


Rachel Kerry

    APOLOGIES:



WILLIAM PENN PARENTS

                                                                 
Charlotte Hill
Semley Wilkinson


Miriam Jarvis
Harriet Buckley

     GUEST: 
SUSSEX GREENLIVING 


Joy Carter 


1. OLD BUSINESS & APPROVAL OF LAST MEETING’S MINUTES

RL began the PTA Monthly meeting by extending a warm welcome to all attendees. The minutes from the previous meeting were then addressed, and all participants confirmed that they had read and approved them.
2. TERRACYCLE UPDATE

Prior to the meeting, Joy Carter from Sussex GreenLiving met with several PTA committee members before the school pick-up to provide insight and education on the recyclable items accepted under the Terracycle scheme. Subsequently, committee members engaged with parents during pick-up, sharing information about the school's participation as a Terracycle recycling point and specifying the accepted items.
Joy participated in the initial start of the monthly meeting, briefing the PTA on Sussex GreenLiving's intention to forge a closer collaboration with the new PTA members and increase funding. Currently, Sussex GreenLiving maintains our account with monthly contributions. Joy clarified that the value of 1 kilogram of waste is equivalent to £1. Terracycle funds are sent out semi-annually in June and December. It was noted that AB will be the key contact from the committee for Joy to liaise with.
The full list of items that can be recycled are on the Terracycle website: 

https://www.terracycle.com/en-GB/brigades
Currently there is a Green Schools competition which is running from now until 5th April. The following items will earn the school triple points. The school that collects the most points will win £100, £200 or £500. The chosen items to focus on are: 

· Empty Pringles 

· Aqua Optima Filter Recycling Items / Toothbrush Items

· Empty biscuit wrapping
The agreed overall outcome and the next steps for communicating our Terracycle recycling initiative to parents and children include:

· AC will address the Green School competition and the specific items to be collected in the morning assembly

· Each class and year group will be provided with an empty photocopy box for collecting items. The class with the highest collection will be rewarded with a green recycling sticker or DoJos plus a ‘golden recycle’ trophy to keep for the week
· The focus items will be communicated on the school website and in the newsletter scheduled 01.03.24

· Recycling bins will be placed in front of the school gates every morning

· Consideration will be given to painting the fences green and/or creating a new banner to highlight the recycling point

3. TREASURER UPDATE

NG provided an update, stating that there have been no additional changes to the PTA balance since the AGM meeting last month. It was mentioned that the PTA now has online banking and a sum-up machine linked to the debit account. It was highlighted the following items have been paid to the school from the PTA account:

· School track 

· Disco funds

RK noted the existence of a Crowdfunding initiative set up in January 2021 to support funds for the school track. RK expressed the need to verify whether the school had indeed received the funds from this campaign. There is question mark around this query and further investigation is needed by NG.
The attendees also reconfirmed that the PTA will fund the promised focus areas for the school which were discussed at the AGM being:

· Key Stage 1 Books (£1,682.72)

· Whole School Sciences Day (£480)
· Music Lessons for years 3, 4, & 5 with teach the teacher (£700)
· Horsham School Parade (£250)

4. HORSHAM SCHOOL PARADE – SUNDAY 7TH JULY 2024
The first Planning meeting is taking place in Horsham on the 29th February 4-6pm. RL & MJ will be attending on behalf of the PTA committee. It was noted they will report back what is discussed/required.
NG informed AC that the PTA has officially voted to cover the expenses associated with the Children's Parade. Additionally, NG has documented this decision in a formulated email sent to AC on 23.02.24.
5. EASTER EVENT

Following discussions, it was decided that the PTA would organise an 'Easter Bonzer Event' on the last day of the term, aligning with the Rock Concert taking place on Thursday 28th March 2024.

SVS was elected to lead the event, which will feature the following activities:
· Easter Egg Hunt - in the morning of the 28th March (PTA to provide eggs)

· Easter Bonnet Competition – prizes for 1st, 2nd & 3rd (PTA to provide eggs)

· Guess how many eggs in a jar (PTA to organise a jar + eggs)

· Easter Biscuits to Decorate – plain biscuits to be made by a school parent / then sold for children to take home and decorate

· Spring Hamper to be won in exchange for wearing home clothes on the 28th March

6. COMMUNITY GRANTS

RK brought attention to Shipley School receiving a Tesco school grant for a school project. AC confirmed that the PTA can nominate William Penn for a similar grant, but further exploration is required to understand the details of the scheme.

The PTA expressed the belief that this grant could potentially assist in establishing the Forest School.

RK volunteered to conduct further research on this project and provide more information at the next meeting.
7. PTA NEWSLETTER

There was a consensus that a standalone PTA Newsletter is presently unnecessary, but going forward, it was suggested to incorporate a dedicated PTA section within the general school newsletter.
8. AOB

8.1. NEXT PTA MEETING
Friday 22nd March at 3:30pm

8.2 EASYFUNDRAISING
It was noted that increased awareness of this online platform should be communicated to parents within the school community to help with funding, with a particular emphasis on Summer and Christmas. But for the time being the PTA will concentrate its efforts in getting the Terracycle up and running.


8.3 SECOND HAND SCHOOL UNIFORM SALE 

Thursday 28th March 2024 – post the School’S Rock assembly. To be communicated to parents in the school newsletter.

8.4 ATTENDEES FOR THE PTA MONTHLY MEETINGS

RL to double check the rules around who can attend the monthly meetings.

8.5 MATCH FUNDING

LH suggested exploring the possibility of ‘Match Funding’ with local businesses to support school fundraising. Further investigation and discussion on this matter will take place at a later date.

8.6 SCHOOL VIRTUAL WALK – ELSA FUNDRAISING
SVS expressed her desire for the school and PTA to collaborate on arranging a virtual walk to Glencoe in Scotland, aiming to raise funds for the school's ELSA program. The PTA requested SVS to write the concept up in full, outlining the details and requirements, so that it can be shared with others and discussed at a future PTA meeting.
ACTION LIST

	Subject
	Action
	In Charge
	Deadline

	Minutes
	KH to write up the Meeting Minutes and distribute accordingly.
	KH
	28th February 

	Terracycle – x3 focus areas for Green School Competition
	Compose a section for the PTA newsletters stating the areas of focus for the Terracycle scheme
	AB/SVS
	29th February

	Green Recycle Stickers + New Terracycle banner
	Reach out to Carrie & Joy from Sussex GreenLiving to see if they have any school stickers that might be suitable to use as rewards
	AB
	On Going

	Make a Gold Recycle Trophy 
	The winning class that collects the most recycle rubbish will win the golden trophy
	AB
	On Going

	Terracycle Poster 
	To make a clear guideline on the items that can be recycled at the school. A4/A3 size on one page.
	SVS
	29th February

	Horsham School Parade 
	Attend the planning meeting.
	RL & MJ
	29th February

	Community School Grant
	Look into the Tesco Community School Grant and see what is required to put William Penn forward for the Forest School project
	RK
	23rd 
March

	Easter Event Items
	To take place on Thursday 28th March – Sarah to be the lead event organiser
	SVS
	On Going

DEADLINE

28th March

	Easter Event Biscuits
	To speak with the WP Parents to get biscuits made for the event.
	RK
	On Going

DEADLINE

28th March


DISTRIBUTION:
William Penn Teachers
William Penn PTA Committee 

William Penn Website
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